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2008 SEASON REVIEW — Ian Hodder

Hitting the jackpot at Catalhdyiik

We have always at Catalhdyiik been working
in the shadow of James Mellaart and the
exciting discoveries he made at the site in the
1960s. Catalhdyiik is an important Neolithic
site near Cumra, Konya. It was inhabited by up
to 8000 people who lived in a large ‘town’.
There were no streets and people moved
around on the roof tops and entered their
houses through holes in the roofs. Inside their
houses people made wonderful art — paintings,
reliefs and sculptures — which have survived
across the millennia. It was particularly this art
that made the site so famous. James Mellaart
and his wife Arlette made remarkable
discoveries of bull horns attached to plastered
bull skulls (bucrania), plaster reliefs, and
wonderful paintings, both non-figurative and
with complex narrative content.

Since the current project began in 1993, we
have been working slowly, using the full suite
of latest scientific and forensic techniques to
tease apart the activities that took place at the
site. We have made some wonderful
discoveries, as have been reported in my
reports to Anatolian Archaeology over the
years. But they always seemed rather less
dramatic than those found by the Mellaarts in
their larger scale excavations. But in 2008 we
began to feel for the first time that we were
having a ‘Mellaart season’! Suddenly we came
across a burned building that looked very
much like what James Mellaart would clearly
have called a ‘shrine’ with well preserved
pedestals on which were placed bull horns, and
in another building we found paintings.

And what is more, these remarkable finds
turned up very conveniently under a new
shelter that we had constructed in 2007-8 over
the 4040 Area and the previously excavated
Building 5 in the northern part of the East
Mound. The shelter was designed by Atdlye
Mimarlik in Istanbul and has been wonderfully
successful in protecting the archaeological
remains. It is also pleasant to work under and
its design fits into the mound and the
landscape very well. The ends and sides of the
shelter will be covered in the winter months.
Over the long term 20 buildings will be placed
on display beneath the shelter, allowing
visitors and tourists to see a 9000 year old

town frozen at a moment in time. The new
discoveries are thus already open to the public
(Figure 1).

Figure 1. The new shelter constructed at Catalhéyiik.
Photo Jason Quinlan

We called the burned house Building 77
(Figure 2). We are still not sure why some
buildings were burned, but at least in the case
of this building, an intentional fire seems most
likely, perhaps as part of a closure ritual.
Again for reasons that we do not fully
understand, burned buildings (such as Building
52) often have better preserved features within
them. Many finds were found on the floors of
building 77, beneath the burned rubble,
including raptor claws in the side room and
antler and ground stone in the main room.
Around the northeast platform in this building
we found wild bull horns set in pillars. There is
evidence that human burials were placed in the
platform so the horns seem to surround and
perhaps protect the burials. On the wall by
these bull horns was a plastered ram’s head
with horns removed, and below the head there
is a small niche. There are other protuberances
on the walls of the building, a deep niche in
the north wall, and in the northwest corner of
the main room there is a very unusual plaster
storage or ‘cupboard’ area. Overall this is a
very elaborate building that had long use.
There was, in the burned fill of the building,
much evidence of collapsed plaster features,
and also types of brick and daub that suggest
an upper storey.



Also luckily placed beneath the new shelter
was Building 49 which we have been
excavating for some years. The excavation is
slow because the house was very long lived
and contains much detail in its endlessly
replaced plaster floors and wall plasters. The
building is very small but yet has always been
distinctive. It had large numbers of bull horns
in its fill, and a deposit of animal figurines
below a floor in a storage area. A large number
of burials have been found, especially beneath
the two northern platforms. Many of these are
very distinctive with arms and legs removed in
one case, and with heads removed in three
cases. A very rich infant burial was also found
with stringed copper beads, and surviving
cloth. The greatest concentration of burials
occurs beneath the northwestern platform and
it is around this platform that we found
multiple layers of geometric, non-figurative
painting. The paintings occurred both on the
walls by the platform and around the edges of
the platform itself (Figure 3).

In other parts of the area under the new shelter
important work was done in understanding the
stratigraphical relationships between Building

52 and surrounding buildings, and in linking
up the houses north and south of an ‘alleyway’
that separates two large sectors of housing. It
seems too that this ‘alleyway’ did at times
have surfaces on which activities took place,

Figure 2. View of burned Building 77 with wild bull hornson pillars. Photo Jason Quinlan

although at other times it was used for refuse
discard. In cleaning the buildings on the south
side of the ‘alleyway’ other geometric
paintings were found. Overall much work was
done preparing the area under the shelter for
permanent display.

We had again a large team at Catalhdyiik this
summer — 160 researchers and students worked
at the site as well as 30 local workforce. As
well as the usual Stanford-UK team, and the
existing teams from Poland (led by Arek
Marciniak and Lech Czerniak) and Istanbul
(led by Mihriban Ozbasaran), a team of Selguk
University students worked on the Byzantine
and early Islamic burials on the West Mound.
Working on the Chalcolithic levels on the
West Mound itself, there were two teams — one
from SUNY Buffalo and the Free University
of Berlin (led by Peter Biehl and Eva
Rosenstock) and the other from the University
of Thrace at Edirne (led by Burgin Erdogu).

These teams allowed work to continue on
other parts of the East and West Mounds (see
Figure 9). In the southwest part of the East
Mound a team from Istanbul University
completed the excavations of another burned
house. Beneath the shelter on the south part of
the East Mound, Roddy Regan continued to
lead the work pursuing a long sequence of
buildings and activities.



Figure 3. Painting around the edge of a burial platform. Photo Jason Quinlan

Beneath the 65-56-44-10 sequence of
buildings reported on in previous years, and
covering the upper part of the sequence at
Catalhgyiik, he came down onto a series of
smaller and less permanent buildings and open
areas. The latter had been used for dumping
and for a series of activities including fire-
spots. He also found an extremely large oven
in an area adjacent to large ovens discovered
by Mellaart. Beneath this area of partly open
and public activities, we have begun to discern
burned buildings that relate to the Level VI
burned buildings identified by Mellaart. As
noted above, we again expect to find well-
preserved houses in this area associated with
the burning.

Nearby, in the TP Area, the Polish team from
Poznan continued to make exciting discoveries
in the uppermost levels of the site. As reported
last year, they had found a remarkable incised
frieze in a small room. This year it became
clear that this room held large numbers of
burials, as well as a range of distinctive
artifacts such as projectile points. It is possible
that this location was used for a long time as a
separate ‘tomb’ — a practice very different

from the beneath house floor burials found in
the main sequence on the mound. The team
has also found large floors that suggest a very
different type of architecture emerging at the
top of the East Mound.

We can now begin to see how this type of
architecture develops into the following
Chalcolithic period on the West Mound as a
result of the work of the teams from Selcuk,
Edirne, SUNY Buffalo and Germany. As well
as a deep section dug into the site of the West
Mound, Peter Biehl and Eva Rosenstock have
identified a series of rooms with internal
buttresses. These seem to be located in closely
packed buildings with large walls that develop
on from the large walls found in the upper
layers of the Neolithic East Mound. It seems
probable that the buttressed rooms are
basements and they recall the architecture at
Can Hasan. In another part of the West
Mound, Bur¢in Erdogu worked further on a
building with a red painted floor. The latter
seems to have collapsed into a basement room
with internal buttresses. Indeed, there seems to
be more than one phase of collapsed floor.

2008SEZONU DEGERLENDIRMESi- Ian Hodder

Catalhoylik’te kaz1 yaptigimmiz bu  yillar
boyunca, James Mellaart’in 1960’11 yillarda
yaptig1 kazilardan ¢ikan heyecan verici yeni
kesiflerin golgesinde yasadik. Catalhoyiik,
Konya, Cumra yakimlarinda bir Neolitik
yerlesmedir. Higbir sokagin  bulunmadig:
yerlesmede  insanlar  gatilarin  iizerinde
dolagmislar ve evlerine ¢atilarda agilmis olan
deliklerden girip c¢ikmuslardir. Bu evlerde
yasayan insanlar, evlerin ig¢ini binyillar
boyunca ayakta kalmig olan, inanilmaz
giizellikteki sanat unsurlari ile
doldurmuslardir- duvar resimleri, kabartmalar
ve heykeller. Bu sanat eserleri, kaz1 alanini
meshur kilan en Onemli taraftir. James
Mellaart ve esi Arlette, sivadan yapilmis
bogakafalarmma ilistirilmis boga boynuzlari
(bukranium), siva kabartmalar ve hem

sembolik olan, hem karmasik hikayeler i¢eren
harika duvar resimleri ile kayda deger buluslar
gerceklestirmislerdir.

Son donem kazilarinin basladigi 1993 yilindan
beri, her tiirlii teknolojik ve bilimsel yenilikle
birlikte, mikroskopik diizeyde inceleme
yontemlerini de kullanarak devam eden kazilar
agir ve temkinli bir sekilde ilerlemisgtir.
Anatolian Archaeology dergisindeki
raporlarimdan da takip edildigi iizere bu yillar
boyunca muhtesem bir takim kesiflerde
bulunduk. Ancak bunlar hep Mellaart’in genis
captaki kazilarindan ¢ikan buluntular ile
karsilagtirildiginda soniik kalmiglardi. Fakat
2008 kazi yilinda, sonunda biz de ilk defa
olarak bir ‘Mellaart sezonu’ yasadik! Bu
sezon, James Mellaart’mn ‘tapimak’ olarak tabir
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edecegi, boga boynuzlar iligtirilmis, iyi
korunmus kaideler bulunmus ve bagka bir
binada ise duvar resimleri ortaya ¢ikarilmigtir.

Bunun yanisira, yeni ¢ikan bu buluntular,
2007-2008 yilinda tamamlanmig olan, Dogu
Hoyiik’teki 4040 Alam1 ile kazis1  ve
konservasyonu daha 6nce bitirilip hali hazirda
ziyarete agik olan Bina 5’i de kapsayan
korugan ortiiniin altinda ortaya ¢ikmistir ki bu
durum bizim agimizdan ¢ok avantajli olmustur.
Bu korugan &rtii projesi Istanbul’daki Atdlye
Mimarlik tarafindan ¢izilmis olup, arkeolojik
kalintilar1 koruma agisindan 6nemli bir drnek
teskil etmektedir. Korugan ortii, kapladig
alanda ¢alisma yapmay1 kolaylastirdign gibi,
sekli itibariyle hoyiikle ve ¢evreyle uyum
iginde bulunmaktadir. Korugan ortiiniin ug ve
yan kisimlarindaki pencereler kis aylan
boyunca kapali tutulacaktir. Uzun vadede bu
alanda 20 adet binanin konservasyonu
yapildiktan sonra, Ortliniin altinda sunuma
acilmasi planlanmakta , boylelikle kazi alanina
gelen misafirlere ve ziyaretcilere, 9000 yillik
bir kent adeta bir zaman tiineli i¢ginde donmus
kalmig gibi sunulabilecektir. Yeni ¢ikarilan bu
binalar simdiden halka agik hale getirilmistir
(Figiir 1).

Bu yanmis binaya ‘Bina 77’ adi verilmistir
(Figlir 2). Hala bazi binalarin neden yanmig
oldugu konusunda tam bir agiklama
yapamasak da, bilylik bir ihtimalle binalarin
belki de bir bina kapatma ritiiellinin bir pargasi
seklinde bilingli olarak yakildig: savi giicliidiir.
Yine tam olarak anlayamadigimiz bir sebepten
dolay1 genelde yanmis binalarin ve iglerindeki
mimari unsurlarin  korunma  kosullarinin
olduk¢a iyi oldugu gozlenmektedir. Bina
77°’nin  tabaninda, yanmis yignin altinda
birgok buluntu ortaya ¢ikarilmigtir. Bunlardan
bazilari; yan odalardan birinde bulunan yirtict
bir kusun pengesi, bir geyik boynuzu ve ana
odada bulunan bir &giitme tagidir. Bu binanin
kuzeydogu platformu cevresinde kaideler ve
bu kaidelere ilistirilmis boga boynuzlari
bulunmustur. Platformlarin i¢inde gomiitlerin
olduguna dair kanitlarimiz oldugundan, bu
boynuzlarin gomiitleri korumak amaciyla
buraya yerlestirilmis olmasi muhtemeldir. Bu
boga boynuzlarinin yanindaki duvarda da,
boynuzlart ¢ikarilmis ve sivanmis bir kog
kafasi duvara asilmis sekilde bulunmustur.
Bunlarin disinda da binanin duvarlarinda
tiimsekler gozlemlenmekte olup, ayrica kuzey
duvarinda derin bir nis ile ana odanin
kuzeybatisinda ¢ok siradisi bir depo veya
‘dolap’ sayilabilecek bir alan bulunmaktadir.
Binanin yanmis dolgusu igerisinde, ¢okmiig

genis siva pargalarina ve farkl gesit tuglalar ile
harg kalintilarina rastlanmasi bu evin ikinci bir
katinin oldugu savini gii¢lii kilmaktadir.

Bununla beraber yeni korugan ortiiniin altinda
birka¢ sezondur kazisina devam ettigimiz Bina
49 da yer almaktadir. Bu binanin kazisi,
binanin uzun doénem kullanilmis olmasindan
kaynakli bir¢ok kat sivanmig tabanin ve duvar
stvalarinin  yer almasi sebebiyle c¢ok yavag
ilerlemigtir. Bu bina ¢ok wufak olmasina
ragmen, digerlerinden farkli bir yapisi oldugu
aciktir. Bina dolgusunda ¢ok sayida boga
boynuzu bulunmus, ayrica bir tabanin altinda
ortaya ¢ikan depo alaninda, hayvan figiirinleri
topluluguna rastlanmugtir. Ozellikle iki kuzey
platformunun altinda ¢ok sayida gomiite
rastlanmistir. Bulunan bu gomiitlerden birinde
kollarin ve bacaklarin ve diger li¢ gomiitte de
bas kisminin bulunmadigi da dikkati ¢ekmistir.
Bununla birlikte ¢ok zengin gomii hediyeleri
iceren bir gocuk gémiitiine de rastlanmig ve bu
gomiitle birlikte ipe takilmig bakir kolyeler ve
korunarak giinlimiize kadar gelmis olan bir
tekstil parcasina da rastlanmistir. Gomiitlerin
en yogun bulundugu alan kuzeybati platformu
olup, ayni zamanda bu platformu ¢evreleyen
duvarlarda geometrik sekilli, bir duvar resmi
bulunmustur. Bu resimler hem duvarlarin
iizerinde hem de platformun kenarlarinda
bulunmustur (Figiir 3).

Bu yeni korugan Ortiiniin altindaki diger
alanlarda ise, Bina 52 ve onu cevreleyen
binalarin arasindaki tabakalanma iliskisine
yonelik kazilar devam etmis ve aralarindaki
gegis  yoluyla ayrilmis olan kuzey ve
glineydeki evlerin arasindaki tabakalanma
iligkisi de kurulmustur.

Aradaki bu geg¢is yolunun zaman zaman
iizerinde ¢esitli aktivitelerin devam ettigi bir
alan, zaman zaman da artiklarin atildig1 bir ¢op
alan1 olarak kullanildig1 tespit edilmistir. Bu
gegcis yolunun giineyindeki binalar
temizlendiginde ¢esitli  geometrik  sekilli
resimlere rastlanmistir. Genel olarak da
korugan ortiiniin altindaki alan siirekli olarak
ziyarete acgilmak {izere temizlenmis ve
diizenlenmistir.

Bu yil yine Catalhoyiik’te oldukga biiylik bir
ekibimiz vardi-160 arastirmaci ve dgrenci ile
30 kadar yerel halktan ig¢i caligmugtir. Stanford
Uniiveristesi ile Ingiltereli ekibin yam sira,
Polonya’dan (Arek Marciniak ve Lech
Czerniak’m baskanhiginda) ve Istanbul’dan
(Mihriban Ozbasaran’in baskanliginda) ekipler



i

R
5

W

ile Selguk Universitesi grencilerinden bir ekip
Bat1 Hoyiikte Bizans ve Islam donemlerine ait
gomiitler iizerinde calismistir. Bati Hoyiik’te
ise Kalkolitik tabakalarda iki ayr1 ekip
calismistir-birisi SUNY Buffalo Universitesi
ve Berlin Acik Universite’den bir ekip (Peter
Biehl ve Eva Rosenstock bagkanliginda), bir
digeri ise Edirne Trakya Universitesi’nden bir
ekipdir (Bur¢in Erdogu bagkanliginda).

Bu ekipler Bat1 ve Dogu hoyiiklerinin farkl
kisimlarindaki ¢aligmalarin devamina yardimcei
olmuslardir (bakimiz Figiir 9). Dogu Hoyiigiin
giineybat1 kisminda Istanbul Universitesi ekibi
burada bulanan yangin ge¢irmis bir evin
kazisini tamamlamistir. Yine Dogu Hoyiik’te
giiney korugan Ortiisiiniin altinda, Roddy
Regan derin bir tabakalanma veren bina ve
aktivitelerin bulundugu alandaki caligmasina
devam etmistir. Daha oOnceki senelerdeki
raporlarda belirtilmis olan bina dizini 65-56-
44-10’in altinda simdi daha ufak ve gecici bir
bina dizini ile acgik alanlar belirlemistir. Bu
acik alanlar ¢opliik alam1 olarak ve ates
yakilmak i¢in kullanilmislardir. Bununla
birlikte bu alanda, Mellaart doneminde
kesfedilenleri andiran ¢ok bilyilk bir ocak
bulunmustur. Bu yar1 acik, daha ¢ok komiinel
tabir edebilecegimiz alanda, Mellaart’in yanik
binalar olarak tanmimladigi Seviye VI'ya
tekabiil eden yanik bina dizininin izlerine
rastlanmistir. Yukarida da belirtildigi gibi bu
alanda iyi korunmus, yanginla baglantili evleri
bulmay1 umuyoruz.

Yakmindaki TP Alaninda ise, Poznan
Universitesi’nden ekibe katilan Polonyal1 ekip,
kazi alaninin en st tabakalarinda heyecan
verici kesiflerine devam etmislerdir. Gegen

OTHER ACTIVITIES — Ian Hodder
& Shahina Farid

4040 Shelter

The shelter project over the 4040 Area was
completed just before the summer season this
year. The architects Sinan Omacan and Ridvan
Oviing of Atdlye Mimarlik in Istanbul worked
closely with the excavation team through the
design and preparation process, which was
planned to be completed over a 2-year period.
The first part was to lay the foundations in the
summer of 2007 followed by the
superstructure construction in the spring of
2008.

seneki raporlarda belirtildigi gibi bu ekip, kazi
yaptiklar alanda ¢ok 6nemli bir buluntu olan
spiral motifli kazi bezek yontemi ile yapilmig
bir friz ortaya cikarmislardir. Bu yil ortaya
¢ikti ki bu kiigiik odanin i¢i gomiitlerle dolu
olup ve birgok zengin buluntu da beraberinde
ortaya ¢ikmistir. Burasinin uzun bir dénem
icin bir ‘mezar odasi’ olarak kullanilmasi
muhtemeldir — bu hdyiigiin diger kisimlarinda
goriilen alisilagelmis ev tabanlarinin altina 6l
gdmme adeti ile farkli bir gelenektir. Ekip
ayrica burada c¢ok genis taban yapilarina
rastlamig olup, bu da Dogu Hdoyiikk mimari
geleneginde simdiye kadar rastlamadigimiz bir
unsurdur.

Bat1 ekibindeki Selguk, Edirne, SUNY Buffalo
ve Alman ekibinin ¢alismalar1 sonucu simdi
Kalkolitik doneme ait mimari tipininin nasil
gelistigi  konusunda  bilgimiz  olmaya
baglamistir. Bati Hoyilik’te agilan derin
agmanin disinda Peter Biehl ve Eva Rosentock
kazdiklar1 alanlarda, igerisinde payendelerin
bulundugu bir dizi oda ortaya c¢ikarilmigtir.
Bunlar, genis duvarli, birbirine bitisik binalar
seklinde ortaya ¢ikmis olup, Neolitik Dogu
Hoyiik’in st evrelerinde bulunan genis
duvarlarla  benzerlik gostermektedir. Bu
payendeli odalarin zemin kat1 olabilecegi
diigiiniilmekte ve Can Hasan yerlesim mimari
gelenegi ile benzerlik gostermektedir. Bati
Hoyiik’iin bagka bir tarafinda ise Burgin
Erdogu kirmizi tabanli binadaki ¢aligmalarina
devam etmistir. Bu binanm st katin, ig
mimarisinde payendeler bulunan zemin katina
coktiigli  disiiniilmektedir. Gergekten de
burada zeminde birden fazla diismiis zemin
tabakasi oldugu goriilmektedir.

This new shelter is wonderfully successful in
protecting the archaeological remains (see
Figure 1). It has a domed superstructure of
compressed wood from Austria and
polycarbonate cover panels from France. The
ends and sides of the shelter are removable for
the summer months when the excavations will
continue and closed for the winter months. The
structure was assembled by local Konya firms
under the supervision of Atdlye Mimarlik.
Over the long term about 20 buildings will be
placed on display beneath the shelter allowing
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visitors and tourists to see a 9000 year old
town frozen at a moment in time.

Karis Eklund, with help from team members,
designed a route for a walkway around the area
for maximum vantage for our visitors. The
route was then made of interlocking wooden
planking resting on sandbags to protect the
underlying archaeology. Low roped sides keep
visitors from straying off the path and
information panels have been put at strategic
places (Figure 4).

Also incorporated under the shelter is Building
5 (Figure 5). This was the first Neolithic
structure we placed on display under a semi-
permanent shelter in 1999. We decided to
incorporate this building under our new shelter
for a number of reasons one of which was due
to the sorry state of disrepair of the shelter.

Figure 4. Construction of public walkway in the 4040
Area. Photo Jason Quinlan

Storage Depots
Another major achievement for us this summer
was the construction of two storage depots.

One of the problems of long-term excavation
is planning for storage of the excavated
material archive when no storage facility is
available in museums. At Catalhdyiik we have
long suffered from a lack of storage facilities
at the site. At the beginning and end of each
season hundreds of crates of material have to
be moved out of laboratories where they are
securely stored in the off-season to make room
for teams to set up their work stations.

Thanks to permissions that were granted last
year and much-needed funds, we were able to
have two of the four modular storage depots
built. The construction work was undertaken
by a Konya firm and we are very grateful to
Mehmet Ali Ozdemir and his team for their
hard work and diligence. Many thanks also
Oguz Oztiizcii for the design and plans for the
depots.

Disappointingly, the first depot filled very
quickly with hardly a dent made in the crates
stored in various laboratories whilst the second
depot was completed just after the end of the
season. Funds permitting the remaining two
depots will be built in 2009.

Figure 5. 4040 Area on public display. Photo Jason Quinlan
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Boeing Sponsored Display Cabinet at
Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilization

Figure 6. Objects from current excavations on display in
Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilization. Photo Jason
Quinlan

With the support of the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism and the Konya Archaeological
Museum, Boeing sponsored a new display case
in the Ankara Museum of Anatolian
Civilization for a collection of current finds
from the site (Figure 6). This temporary
exhibit will be renewed on an annual basis and
will allow the finds from the site to be shown
in the capital city before returning to Konya. A
video about the site is also on a permanent
loop near the display case.

Templeton Seminar

The final on-site seminar entitled “Spirituality
and religious ritual in the emergence of
civilization, Catalhdyiik as a case study” took
place at the end of July with an international
group of eminent archaeologists,
anthropologists, theologians and philosophers
to help us interpret the ancient, prehistoric
symbolism at Catalhdyiik.

The four questions being asked by the
Templeton funded project are: (1) How can
archaeologists recognise the spiritual, religious
and transcendent in early time periods? (2) Are
changes in spiritual life and religious ritual a
necessary prelude to the social and economic
changes that lead to civilization? (3) Do
human forms take on a central role in the spirit
world in the early Holocene, and does this
centrality lead to new conceptions of human
agency that themselves provide the possibility
for the domestication of plants and animals?
(4) Do violence and death act as the foci of
transcendent religious experience during the
transitions of the early Holocene in the Near
East, and are such themes central to the
creation of social life in the first large
agglomerations of people?

A final publication is currently in preparation.

Figure 7. X-raying the bull horn core-pillars. Photo Jason
Quinlan

On-site x-ray of Building 77 bucrania

One of the exciting finds of this season was
Building 77. This was excavated beneath the
new shelter over the 4040 Area and was
targeted for excavation as it was seen to be
heavily burnt from the surface scrape. This
building is now on permanent display.

Because this building was burned, there are
many finds preserved within it with elaborate
features including platforms. In particular,
around the northeast we found wild bull horns
set in pillars These seem to be ‘protecting’ the
human burials beneath the platform. On the
wall by these bull horns was a plastered sheep
head with horns removed, and below the sheep
head there is a small niche.

Mellaart found a number of plastered bucrania
on walls and set in benches in the 1960s but to
date we do not know whether these were made
of moulded plaster over the skulls of the
animals they imitate.

We decided to try to find out and so with the
help of our friends in Konya, to whom we are
very grateful, a portable x-ray machine was
brought to site. Our main interest was the
plastered sheep head on the wall but we also x-
rayed the bull horn cores (Figure 7).
Unfortunately, the resolution of the images
was not conclusively informative, as we were
x-raying dense soil, but it does appear that
there is no internal bone structure to the sheep
head. The depth of insertion of the horn cores
could be seen however, these will be studied in
greater detail at a later date in the hope that we
might be able to tell if the cores were
imbedded with their horn sheath intact, which
we think would provide more stability to what
seems to be fragile objects.
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Visitors

We welcomed a number of organised tours this
summer many of whom were generously
supportive of the project — Thank you all.
These included tours led by the Turkish
Cultural Foundation, Stanford Alumni, Sacred
Tours and staff from the US Embassy in
Ankara, the latter expertly organised by Sally
Collins, formerly a member of our Human
Anthropological team. Thank you Sally!

We were also very happy to host a group of
representatives from our long-term supporter,
Shell, who were on a working tour in Konya.
As well, we were visited by a delegation of
sugar manufacturers who were attending an
International Conference at the Sugar Factory
in Cumra. We were pleased to host our British
Ambassador Nick Baird and his wife Caroline
and the Irish Ambassador Tony Mannix and
his wife Roisin. Many guests were also
recommended to pay us a visit via the
Dedeman Hotel in Konya. We are very
appreciative of the many ways in which the
hotel supports the project and team throughout
the season.

We were filmed for a TV documentary about
the evolution of the human diet, which is
currently in production.

The Summer School was once again a huge
success. This programme’s success is proved
by the fact that it has taken place on a seasonal
basis since 2002 when it developed from an
EU funded programme to promote the
education of archaeology in schools. It
involves up to 20 children from schools, clubs
and orphanages visiting the site every day over
a month of the summer season (Figure 8).
Included in the daylong workshop are
presentations, tours and an afternoon of
making things out of clay or painting. They
also write stories; a set of diaries written as
Neolithic children has been published by the
programme sponsor. But what appears to be
the highlight of the day for the children is
excavating on the 1960s spoil heap.

The programme develops year by year and
now involves schools from all over Turkey, as
far as Istanbul. This year students from the
Koc High School in Istanbul spent a day with
us. This naturally feeds into the local economy
through hotel bookings and tours to other

attractions in the Konya region. The
programme is directed by Giilay Sert and
supported by Shell.

Figure 8. Community Collabarz;tion — Summer School and
Village visiting day. Photos Jason Quinlan

Another important way of reaching our
community is via a programme aimed to
understand our relationship with the local
communities and what they require from us in
order to better understand our shared heritage
and responsibility to it. We believe we need to
expand the concept of ‘the archaeological site’
to include research questions that meet
community needs. We do this through
interviews, discussions, presentations and
questionnaires, which takes place in the focus
villages and on site.

Towards the end of the season we invite
everyone from one of the villages to a
community night at the site. This year about
500 people came from the village of Kiigiikkdy
for site tours, slide shows and workshops
followed by a feast of rice and lamb washed
down with copious amounts of Fanta in the
courtyard of our dighouse.
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DiGER AKTiViTELER-Ian Hodder & Shahina Farid

4040 Korugan Ortiisii

4040 Alani’ndaki korugan ortii projesi 2008
kaz1 sezonu baslamadan Once tamamlanmustir.
Istanbul’daki Atdlye Mimarlik’dan  Sinan
Omacan and Ridvan Oviing isimli mimarlar,
projenin planlama ve hayata gecirilme
agamalarinda 2 yil boyunca c¢alismiglardir.
Projenin hayata ge¢me asamasmin ilk ayag:
olarak 2007 yaz sezonu boyunca korugan
Ortliniin  ayaklarinin  gelecegi  noktalarda
arkeolojik kazilar yapilmis olup, 2008
baharinda ise ikinci agsama olarak Ortliniin
kendisi yerlestirilmistir.

Bu yeni ortii arkeolojik kalintilar1 korumada
son derece basarili olmustur (bakiniz Figiir 1).
Ayrica kazi alanin1 tamamen kapsayan bu orti,
altinda calisanlara rahatlik saglamakta ve sekli
itibariyle hoyiigiin sekline ve genel ¢evreye
uyum saglamaktadir. Kubbe seklindeki iist
yap1, Avusturya’dan ithal edilmis sikistirtlmig
tahtadan ve cevresini kapatan polikarbon
paneller ise Fransa’dan ithal edilmigtir.
Ortiiniin yan taraflar1 agilip kapanabilir sekilde
dizayn edilmis olup, yaz aylarinda acik ve kig
aylarinda  kapali tutulmaktadir.  Ortiiniin
yapilmasinda Konya’daki yerel sirketlerle
calisilmis olup, projenin yonetimini Atdlye
Mimarlik yiiriitmiistiir.

Uzun vadede 20 kadar Neolitik binanin bu ortii
altinda ziyarete agilmasi planlanmakta ve
boylelikle bu 9000 yillik sehrin  zaman
icerisinde donmus sekliyle ziyaretgilerin ve
turistlerin begenisine sunulmast on
gorlilmektedir.

Karis Eklund, diger ekip elemanlarmin
yardimiyla, alanin ziyaretgiler icin en elverisli
bicime getirilmesi amaciyla, alanin etrafinda
bir yiirilylis platformu dizayn etmistir. Daha
sonra bu yiriyls platformu, platformun
yapilandiralacagi alanlara arkeolojinin
korunmasi amaciyla yerlestirilen kum torbalari
iizerine dizilen tahta bloklar ile yapilmustir.
Platformun etrafina ¢ekilmis halatlar ile
ziyaretgilerin belirlenmis bu ziyaret¢i yolunun
dismna ¢ikmalari Onlenmekte olup, bununla
beraber bu yol tizerinde belirlenmis stratejik
noktalara  yerlestirilen  bilgi  panelleri
ziyaretcilere yon vermektedir. (Figiir 4).

Ayrica, Bina 5 de bu 6rtiinlin altina alinmistir
(Figlir 5). Bina 5, 1999 yilinda kisa vadeli
omrii olan bir Ortliiniin altinda ziyarete acik
hale getirilmis ilk Neolitik yap1 idi. Bu binay1

ortiiniin altina dahil etmemiz birkag¢ farkl
neden dolayisiyla olmus olup, bu nedenlerden
en Onemlisi Bina 5’1 kapsayan oOrtliniin artik
kullanilamaz halde olmasidir.

Depolar

Bu kazi sezonunda tamamlanan bir diger
biiyiikk is ise iki depo binasinin yapiminin
tamamlanmastydi.

Uzun vadeli kazi plan1 yapmanin problematik
taraflarindan biri de, miizelerde yeterince depo
alant bulunmadig1r da goz Oniine alindiginda,
kazidan ¢ikan malzemenin arsiv olarak nerede
saklanacag1 problemi idi. Catalhdyiik’te uzun
bir  siireden beri ¢ikan  malzemeyi
depolayabilecegimiz yetersiz depo alanlar
nedeniyle sorun yasamaktaydik. Her sezonun
basinda ve sonunda, malzeme ile dolu yiizlerce
kasa, sezonda laboratuarlarda ¢alisan ekibe yer
acmak amaciyla yer degistirmek durumunda
kalmaktayd.

Gegen sene saglanan izinler sayesinde ve izin
basvurularimizin  bagariliyla  sonuglanmasi
dolayistyla planlanan 4 depo {nitesinin ikisi
kazt  sezonu sonuna kadar basariyla
tamamlanmistir.  Ingaati  yapan Konya
firmasina, Mehmet Ali Ozdemir’e ve ekibine
caligmalart i¢in tesekkiir ederiz. Ayrica Oguz
Oztiizcii’ye mimari ¢izim ve planlan igin
tesekkiir ederiz.

IIk depo, laboratuarlarda birikmis kasalarin
buraya taginmasi ile ¢ok cabuk dolmustur ve
ne yazik ki ikinci depo kazi sezonunun
bitmesinden az sonra tamamlanabilmisgtir.
Gerekli fonlarm ¢ikarilabilmesine bagli olarak
diger iki {nitenin 2009 yili igerisinde
yapilmasi planlanmaktadir.

Ankara Anadolu Medeniyetleri Miizesi’nde
Catalhoyiik Eserlerine Ayrilan Vitrin

T.C. Kiiltir ve Turizm Bakanligi ve Konya
Miizesi’nin destegi ile Ankara Anadolu
Medeniyetleri Miizesi’'nde yeni kazilardan
¢ikan Catalhdyiik eserlerinin  sergilenmesi
amaciyla ayr bir vitrin yapilmast i¢in Boeing
firmas1 sponsor olmustur (Figiir 6). Bu gegici
sergideki eserler her yil yenilenecek olup,
Konya Miizesi'ne geri donmeden oOnce yil
boyunca baskentteki ziyaretgilerin ilgisine
sunulacaktir. Ayrica, kazi alanmi tanitict bir
video da bu vitrinin yanina yerlestirilmis olup,
tekrar eder sekilde sunum yapacaktir.
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Templeton Seminerleri

Templeton seminerlerinin sonuncusu
“Uygarhigin ortaya ¢ikisinda ruhsal ve tinsel
ritiiel: Bir ornek ¢aligma olarak Catalhoyiik”
baghgt altinda Temmuz aymin sonunda,
diinyanin ¢esitli yerlerinden katilan arkeolog

gruplari, antropologlar, teologlar  ve
felsefeciler ile, Catalhdyiik’teki prehistorik
sembolizmi yorumlamak amaciyla
gerceklesmistir.

Templeton fonuyla gerceklesmis olan bu
¢alisma dahilinde dort soru giindeme gelmistir:
(1) Arkeologlar erken gaglardaki tinsel, dinsel
ve transandantal unsurlari nasil taniyabilirler?
(2) Sipiritiiel ve dinsel yasamda gdzlemlenen
degisimler, uygarligin ortaya ¢ikamasina yol
acan ckonomik ve sosyal degisimlere bir
zemin mi  olusturmustur? (3)  Erken
Holosen’deki ruhsal diinyada insan formlar
merkezi bir rol mii oynamistir ve bu
merkeziyetcilik insanin bitki ehlilestirme ve
hayvanlart  evcillestirme siirecinde yeni
kavramlara yol agmismidir? (4) Siddet ve 6lim
olgulari, Yakindogu’da, Holosen’e gegiste
transandal dini deneyimlerin ana odagi m
olmustur ve bu temalar ilk bilyik insan
yigmlarinin  olusturdugu  sosyal hayatin
olugmasinda merkezi bir rol mii oynamistir?

Sonuglarla ilgili bir yaymn su anda hazirlik
asamasindadir.

Bina 77°deki Bukranyumun Kaz1 Alaninda
Rontgenin Cekilmesi

Bu kazi sezonunun onemli buluntularindan
biri de Bina 77 olmustur. Bu bina yeni yapilan
korunga ortiiniin altinda yer alan binalardan
biri olup, ylizeyden yanmis bir bina oldugu
gozlemlenmis ve oncelikli olarak kazilmasina
karar verilmistir. Bu bina su anda ziyarete agik
hale getirilmistir.

Bu binanin yangin gegirmesi dolayisiyla,
platformlarda dahil igindeki bir¢ok mimari
unsur iyi korunmus bigimde bulunmustur.
Ozellikle de binanin kuzeybatisinda dikmelere
yerlestirilmis yabani boga boynuzlu bir alan

bulunmustur. Bu unusurlarin  bulunduklari
platformun  altindaki insan  gOmiitlerini
korumak amactyla yapildiklari
diistiniilmektedir. Bu boga boynuzlarinin

bulundugu alandaki duvarda ise boynuzlari
¢ikarilmig ve yanlizca bast kalmis olan bir
koyun kafatasi sivanmis olarak bulunmustur.
Koyun baginin altinda ise bir nis bulunmustur.

Mellaart kazilart zamaninda da duvarlara ve
sekilere yerlestirilmis sivanmig boga veya kog
boynuzlari (bukranya) bulunmustur ancak

bugiine degin bunlarin taklit edildikleri hayvan
baglarinin {izerine kalip cikarilmak suretiyle
yapilip yapilmadigini bilmiyor idik.

Bu bilgiye ulasabilmek i¢in Konya’daki
dostlarimizin  yardimlariyla, tasginabilir bir
rontgen makinesi alana getirilmistir (Figiir 7).
Oncelikli olarak sivali  koyun basmin
anlagilmasi ana amacimiz olmasina ragmen,
boga boynuzlarinin da réntgeninin ¢ekilmesine
karar verilmistir. Maalesef, elde edilen rontgen
goriintiileri, kalin bir toprak tabakasi lizerinden
¢ekildiginden bize istenilen bilgileri verecek
kadar yiiksek c¢oziiniirliikkte olmamistir, buna

ragmen sivali koyun kafasinin igerisinde
aslinda kemik bir yapilanmaya
rastlanmamigtir. ~ Aynm1  zamanda  boga

boynuzlarmin i¢ yapist kismen goriilebilmis
olup ileriki c¢alismalarda bu boynuzlarin
saglamlik derecesini anlamak igin, dikmelere
dig yiizeyleri ile birlikte takilip
takilmadiklarini bilmek 6nem tasimaktadir.

Ziyaretgiler

Bu yaz, kaz1 sezonunda alana bir¢ok ziyaretgi
tur gelmis ve bunlar projeye genis Olciide
destek olmusladir-hepsine tesekkiirii borg
biliriz. Bunlar, Tirk Kiltiir Vakfi, Stanford
Mezunlari, Sacred Tours ve Ankara Amerikan
Konsoloslugu  ¢alisanlaridir.  Konsolosluk
ziyaretgilerimizin tur organizasyonu
ekibimizin eski Fiziki Antropoloji ekibi iiyesi
Sally Collins tarafindan  diizenlenmistir.
Tesekkiirler Sally!

Bununla birlikte, uzun vadeli sponsorumuz
olan Shell firmasi ¢alisanlari, Konya’da bir is
goriismesinde olduklar sirada Catalhoyiik’i de
ziyaret etmislerdir. Bununla beraber Cumra
Seker Fabrikasi’na bir Uluslarasi Konferans
icin gelen seker iireticilerinden olusan delege
de kazi alanm ziyarete gelmigtir. Aym
zamanda Ingiltere biiyiikelgisi Nick Baird ve
esleri Caroline ile Irlanda biiyiikelgisi Tony
Mannix ve esleri Roisin’i de bu yilki
ziyaretgilerimiz arasinda goérmekten onur
duyduk. Dedeman Hotel’inde kalan birgok
misafir de otel yonetimi tarafindan kaz
alanimizi ziyaret ig¢in yoOnlendirilmislerdir.
Dedeman Hoteli’ne sezon boyunca proje ve
ekibe sagladigi destekten dolayr tesekkiir
ederiz.

Bir televizyon belgesel ¢ekim ekibi, ‘Tnsanin
Beslenme Bigiminin Evrimi’ konulu belgesel
¢ekimleri i¢in kazi alaninda bulunmuslardir.

Yaz Okulu projesi de yine basariyla
tamamlanmistir. Bu projenin basarisi, 2002
yilinda ilk kez bir Avrupa Birligi projesinin bir
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parcast olarak basladigi zamandan Dberi
araliksiz devam etmesi ile kanitlanmigtir. Bu
proje, her yil bir ay boyunca 20 adet 6grenci ve
cocugun, etraftaki okul, kllip ve yetistirme
yurdundan kazi alanin1 ziyaret etmesini
icermektedir (Figlir 8). Bir giinlik atdlye
caligmalart; sunumlar, turlar ve 6gleden sonra
yapilan kil ve boya ile yapilan g¢aligmalar
icermektedir. Bununla beraber ¢ocuklar
hikayeler yazmaktadir; nitekim bu hikayelerin
bir araya getirilmesi ile Neolitik ¢ocugun
giincesi temali bir kitap basilmistir. Ancak
¢ocuklar icin en Onemli kismi 1960 I
yillardaki kazilardan kalma toprak yigiminda
yaptiklar1 kazilardir.

Bu program her yil biraz daha gelismekte ve
artik atdlyeye katilan 6grenciler Istanbul dahil
olmak ftizere birgok sehirden gelmektedirler.
Bu y1l Istanbul’daki Kog Lisesi’nden ziyarete
gelen Ogrenciler biitiin  bir giinii  bizimle
gegirmiglerdir. Bu durum dogal olarak, otel
rezervasyonlar1 ve Konya’'nin diger turistik
bolgelerine ziyaretler seklinde yerel

ekonomiye katki saglamaktadir. Bu program
Giilay Sert tarafindan yiiriitiilmekte ve Shell
tarafindan fonu saglanmaktadir.

Yerel halkla iligkilerimizin gelistirilmesi,
bizden beklentileri dogru algilama ve ortak
mirasimiz ile ona duydugumuz sorumlulugu
tanitmak amaciyla topluma yonelik bir
program baslatilmistir.  ‘Arkeolojik  Alan’
kavraminin  genisletilmesi ve  aragtirma
sorularinin toplum ihtiyaglarini
karsilayabilmesi amacma yonelik olarak
gelistirilmesi gerektigi fikrine inanmaktayiz.
Bunu civarda belirlenen koéylerde ve kazi
alaninda réportajlar, tartismalar, sunumlar ve
anketler yaparak gergeklestirmekteyiz.

Kaz1 sezonunun sonuna dogru c¢aligmalarin
stirdiigli bu koylerden birinden kdy sakinleri
davet edilmis ve bir halk giinli diizenlenmistir.
Bu yil Kii¢iikkdy’den yaklagik 500 kigiye alan
turu  verilmig, dia gosterisi ile atdlye
caligmalart yapilmis ve ziyaretin sonunda kazi
evinde ziyaretcilere yemek verilmistir.
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FIELD TEAM 2008
Project Director:

Field Director &

Project Coordinator:
Project Assistant:
Computing:

Database Development:
4040 excavations:

South Area excavations:
TP excavations:

IST Team:

West Mound, Trenches 5 - 7:

West Mound, Trench 8:

West Mound, SEL Team:

Stanford Field Team:

Stanford Post-grads:
Students:

Illustration:

Survey and Digitising:
Finds:

Heavy Residue:
Conservation:

Image and Media:
Faunal Team:

Human Remains:
Palaeoethnobotany:

Phytoliths:
Isotopic Analysis:
Charcoal Analysis:
Shell:

Chipped Stone:
Bead technology:
Ceramics:

Figurines & Miniature Clay Objects:

Clay Balls & Geometric Shapes:
Clay materiality & sourcing:
Landscape Survey & Coring:
Speleotherm Sourcing:
Architectural Analysis:

Clay Architectural Material:
Forensic Team:

Chemical Analysis:

C14 Dating Team:

Summer School:

Community Archaeology:
Templeton Team:

Research Projects:
Novelist in Residence:
Camp Manager:

Site Custodians:
House Staff:

Site Workers:

Residue Sorters:

Tan Hodder.

Shahina Farid.

Banu Aydmoglugil.

Sarah Jones & Richard May.

Sarah Jones.

Veysel Apaydin, Louise Felding, Daniel Eddisford, Cordelia Hall, Michael House,
Freya Sadarangani, James Taylor, Lisa Yeomans,

Roddy Regan, Freya Sadarangani, James Taylor, David Mackie,

Arkadiusz Marciniak, Lech Czerniak, Arkadiusz Klimowicz, Adriana Badtke,
Marek Baranski, Agata Czeszewska, Patrycja Filipowicz, Andrzej Leszczewicz,
Katarzyna Regulska, Klaudia Sibilska, Marcin Was, Joanna Pyzel, Tonka Soba,
Monika Kwiatkowska, Marta Bartkowiak, Kamilla Pawlowska,

Mihriban Ozbasaran, Giines Duru, Nurcan Kayacan, Nejla Kurt, Melis Uzdiiriim,
Turhan Ulgur, Ece Bircek, Miige Ergiin,

Peter Biehl, Eva Rosenstock, Tom Birch, Ingmar Franz, Raymond Whitlow, Frank
Stremke, Maxime Brami, Katie Neilson, Alexander Heckendorff, Jemima
Wolverton, Jana Rogasch, Sonia Ostaptchouk, Daniel Lawrence, David Orton,
Burgin Erdogu, Nejat Yiicel, Giillay Yilankaya, Sedef Polatcan, Melek Kus,
Abdurrahman Sénmez, Fuat Yilmaz,

Asuman Baldiran, Zafer Korkmaz, Numan Arslan, Derya Boluk, Dilek Cekig,
Ramazan Giindiiz, Gérkem Ilarslan, Utku Yalgm, Onur Yiiksel, Aysegiil Tabakoglu,
Omiir Ozkanli.

Rachel Becker, Louise Richter, Chris Lowman, Madeleine Douglas, Tiffany Cain,
Rachel King,

Melissa Chatfield, Sharmini Pitter, Cheryl Makarawicz,

Angus Hodder, Marina Lizarralde, Colleen Morgan, Monique Boddington, Ellie
Baird, Sophie Vitae, Dide Saglam, Yasemin Ozarslan, Sema Bagci, Meltem Oz,
Ozge Ozgiileng,

Katy Killackey.

Dave Mackie, Cordelia Hall in consultation with Duncan Lees (Plowman Craven).
Julie Cassidy, Marina Lizzeralde.

Milena Vasic.

Liz Pye, Duygu Camurcuoglu, Alanna Wakeford, Kelly Caldwell, Nancy Shippen,
Sengiil Arslan.

Jason Quinlan.

Nerissa Russell, Katheryn Twiss, Sheelagh Frame, Claire Christensen, Arzu
Demirergi, Liz Henton, Serkan Yeni.

Simon Hillson, Lori Hager, Basak Boz, Helen Lomas, Brenna Hassett.

Amy Bogaard, Michael Charles, Fiisun Ertug, Ellen Simmons, Dragana Filipovic,
Catherine Longford, Michael Wallace, Danielle de Carle, Garrett Boyd, Alexandra
Livarda.

Philippa Ryan.

Jessica Pearson.

Eleni Asouti.

Daniella Bar-Yosef Mayer, Burcin Glimiis,

Tristan Carter, Marina Mili¢, Danica Mihailovic, Brandi Lee MacDonald.

Roseleen Bains.

Nurcan Yalman, Hilal Giiltekin, Duygu Tarkan.

Lynn Meskell & Carolyn Nakamura.

Sonya Atalay, Ted Mendoza.

Chris Doherty.

Chris Doherty, Mike Charles, Amy Bogaard, Cordelia Hall, David Mackie.

Giilgiin Giircan, Yaman Ozakin, Kayhan Ata.

Serena Love.

Mira Stevanovic.

Karl Harrison, Rebecca Scott, Anna Davenport.

William Middleton, Elia Morales

Alexandra Bayliss, Shahina Farid.

Giilay Sert, Nuray Kaygaz, Is1l Demirtas, Kemal Orug.

Sonya Atalay, Lewis Jones, Filiz Toprak.

Harvey Whithouse, Wentzel Vanhuyssteen, Peter Pels, Anke Pels, Paul Wason,
Maurice Bloch.

Sharon Moses.

Reyhan Yildirim

Levent Ozer.

Mustafa Tokyagsun, Hasan Tokyagsun, Tbrahim Eken.

Ismail Salmanci, Nevriye Sener, Giilsiim Eken, Saliha Eken.

Mevlut Sivas, Hulusi Yash, Hiiseyin Yash, Ismail Bulug, Mustafa Yasl, Yusuf
Tokyagsun, Mehmet Ali Motuk, Hasim Ferakaya, Numan Bulug, Ali Akgar,
Mahmut Celik, Sadet Kusguoglu.

Saliha Sivas, Fadimana Yasli, Rabia Yagh, Elmas Motuk, Esra Sener, Emine Yasli,

Hatice Celik, , Elmas Sener.
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OVERVIEW OF THE EXCAVATIONS

Figure 9: Excavation Areas 2008.
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Areas of Excavation 2008 — Shahina Farid

Excavation took place in four areas on the East
mound and in three trenches on the West
mound (see Figure 9). The four areas on the
East mound were the 4040 Area, an area that
was scraped in 2003 on the northern eminence
of the mound and now partially under a
permanent shelter completed this summer,
2008 ; the South Area, an area excavated since
1995, incorporating the 1960s trenches and
covered by a shelter constructed in 2002; the
TP Area, an area excavated since 2001 at the
crest of the mound; and the IST Area on the
lower southwest slope, south of the South
Area. On the West Mound excavation
continued in Trenches 5, 7 and 8. Teams work
with specific aims and research questions.

5-year excavation programme

In terms of the excavation programme the
research aims for the current phase of the
project (2003-8) deal with the social
geography of the settlement and larger
community structure.

In order to fullfill the research aims we moved
away from detailed analyses of individual
buildings, their construction, occupation and
closure, which were the focus of the previous
S-year phase of work (1995-99, see published
volumes), and we concentrated on large
‘neighbourhood’ areas.

4040 Area

Thus the 4040 Area to the north of the east
mound was scraped in 2003 and integrated
with the area exposed by surface scraping in
1993-5. The subsequent plan exposed a large
number of similarly aligned groups of
Neolithic houses separated by ‘streets’ or
‘alleyways’. Subsequent excavations have
established that these groups of buildings
represent different time periods.

The long term aim is to excavate some twenty
houses of a contemporary occupation horizon
for permanent display under a newly
constructed shelter that will be open to visitors
throughout the year as well as an area where
archaeologists can continue excavating in the
summer months (Figure 10).

Figure 10. 4040 External areas. Photo Jason Quinlan

One of the most exciting finds of this season
was a nail size fragment of woven textile and a
tiny length of finely twisted cord. Both of
these pieces were found associated with an
infant burial in the NW platform of B.49, 4040
Area. The infant was the first of nine to be
buried in this platform and was buried with a
number of artefacts (Figure 11). Near the neck
was the tiny fragment of textile and a thin
folded copper tube through which a fine
twisted cord was emplaced (Figurel2).
Preserved by corrosion the copper seems to be
a thin rolled sheet through which the fine
string was passed or the copper was rolled
around. Other artefacts included a shell bead
necklace, a bead anklet of black, white and
pink stones, several shells, flint and a bone
spatula. Traces of blue and red pigment were
also found. A dark residue and stain may be
decayed leather in which some of these objects
may have been placed. The infant lay on the
phytolith traces of matting in which the body
may have been wrapped.

2 g
Figure 11: Close up of shell beads and copper tube
threaded with fine twisted cord around the neck area of
infant (17457), F.4023. Photo Jason Quinlan
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Figure 12: (top) Detail of twisted cord threaded through
rolled copper tube and (bottom) the fragment of textile
Jfound close by. Photos Jason Quinlan

This is the first evidence of textile found at
Catalhdyiik since the 1960s (Mellaart).

Important botanical finds from the 2008 season
included plant concentrations recovered from
burnt Building 77. A deposit of glume wheat
spikelets (pairs of grains still enclosed in their
glumes or ‘hulls’) was recovered in front of
two large bins in a side room of Building 77.

A second ‘rich’ botanical deposit from burnt
Building 77 was recovered in the south-east
corner of the main room (Space 336), near the
ladder base. Preliminary analysis of this
deposit suggests that it consists of mainly
charred peas. (Figure 13, unit 16498).

Figure 13: A deposit of peas (16498) was recovered in the
corner of the main room in Building 77. Photo Bogaard &
Charles

South Area

To compliment our research aims in the 4040
Area covering contemporary neighbourhoods,
in the South we aim to explore more fully the
temporal processes that produce phases of
settlement because the buildings remaining
from the Mellaart and our excavations occur at
different levels (Figure 14).

Figure 14. An interesting find
of this season from South area
is an clay stamp with a hand
motif  found in a midden
deposit.  During  previous
excavations hand motifs were
seen on wall painting at
different areas on site.

Photo Jason Quinlan.

TP Area

The team from Poland, headed by Professors
Lech Czerniak and Arkadiusz Marciniak from
the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology,
Polish Academy of Sciences and the Institute
of Prehistory, University of Poznan direct a
team of students from Poland. The TP team
have worked in an area at the southern crest of
the East mound since 2001 to study the latest
phases of tell occupation, dated to the end of
the seventh millennium BC which is located
next to the 1961 trench where James Mellaart
had defined Levels I — III. The study of these
later periods is providing significant data for
the transition of Neolithic to Chalcolithic at
Catalhoyiik and thus providing a link for the
East and West Mounds (Figure 15).

Figure 15: One notable example from this season was a
miniature female figurine (15839.X10) delicately carved

from stone, possibly steatite with a grey-green tint from

TP Area. Photo Jason Quinlan.
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Also two rather similar rounded points were
recovered this year, both probably used as
hairpins or for a similarly ornamental function
from the TP area (13532.X28). 16262.F1 is
complete and similar in shape. Its base is
incised in a pattern that evokes a flower or
leaf, or perhaps glume wheat; it is set off from
the shaft by a strangulating groove (Figure 16).

Figure 16: Rounded points, perhaps to secure clothing or
hair, made of large mammal long bone cortex: 16262,F1,
two views, top; 13532.X28 two views, bottom. Photo Jason
Quinlan

IST Area

Team IST is mainly comprised of members
and students from the University of Istanbul,
Department of Archaeology, Prehistory
Section under the direction of Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Mihriban Ozbasaran.

Team IST has formerly excavated sites in
Central and Southeast Anatolia. Here the team
have excavated a series of buildings and
external areas up to the site perimeter fence,
which clearly indicates that the sequence lies
below a public dirt track that runs between the
East and West Mounds.

West Mound

The results of the 2006 season defined a new
three-fold research approach for the West
Mound excavations. It was decided that the
new excavations would approach a two fold
Chalcolithic research agenda and the third
would excavate the Classical and later periods.

Trenches 5, 6 and 7

Led by Dr. Peter Biehl, SUNY Buffalo & Dr.
Eva Rosenstock, Free University the aim in
Trenches 5, 6 and 7, located on the SE slope of
the mound, is to excavate a series of step
trenches down to natural in order to assess a
full sequence of occupation on the West
Chalcolithic Mound. Continuing from Trs. 5
and 6 opened in 2006, Tr. 7 was opened on the
same alignment but as a machine cut trench in
the side of a ditch that runs along the eastern

edge of the West Mound. This was opened to
afford a quick view into the depth and nature
of the stratigraphy.

The results combined with those from the TP
Area on the East mound will inform on the
nature of transition from Late Neolithic on the
East Mound to Early Chalcolithic on the West
Mound or, illustrate that the two sites were at
some stage occupied concurrently.

Trench 8

The team led by Dr Bur¢in Erdogu, University
of Thrace is investigating an area to the
southwest of the mound where later surface
collections of pottery indicated ECII activity in
order to correlate occupation sequences on
Catalhoyiik West to Can Hasan.

The 2008 summer season at West Mound
Trench 8 was a short season aiming to expand
the plan and complete the excavation of the
“Red Building” (Building 78) which was
revealed during 2007 excations. It appeared
that the Red Building may have been a two
storey structure. Also the floors of the first and
second storeys as well as the second storey’s
walls were found to be painted red (Figure 17).

Figure 17. Traces of the two storey building with red
painted floors and wall. There are no comparable
examples from other Chalcolithic sites in Central
Anatolia. Photo Nejat Yiicel

Classical and Later Activity

The third team led by Drs Ahmet Tirpan and
Asuman Baldiran from Selguk University are
conducting excavations of the later activity. It
is known that the West Mound was used as a
burial ground in the historic periods but so far
little by way of occupation or other activity has
been found. The Selguk University team is
concentrating on the excavations of the late
burials and any other activity in Trenches 5, 6,
7 and 8. This will enable the team to view a
much wider and meaningful late burial
assemblage in a  holistic  manner.
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ADDRESSES

The “Friends of Catalhdyiik” and the “Catalhdyiik Research Project” can be contacted

at:
Catalhoyiik Research Project

Institute of Archaeology
University College London
31-34 Gordon Square
London WCIH OPY

UK

Tel/Fax:0044 (0)20 7679 7515
Email : catalhoyuk@ucl.ac.uk

The site address is:

Catalhoytik Kazi Ekibi,
Cumra, Konya
Turkey

OR Catalhoyiik Research Project

Department of Anthropology
Main Quad, Building 50

450 Serra Mall

Stanford University
Stanford,

CA 94305-2034

USA

Tel/Fax: +90 (0) 332 452 5720
e-mail: catalhoyuk@mail.koc.net

View of the Dig House. Photo Jason Quinlan

WEB SITE:

Catalhoyiik Project: www.catalhoyuk.com
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JOINING THE FRIENDS OF CATALHOYUK

The Friends of Catalhdyilk was set up to promote the project’s endeavours in
excavation, conservation and heritage management at the site; to promote public
interest in the site, both local and international; to promote scientific research into the
understanding of the site and its setting. Members receive Newsletters, which cover
recent activities of the project, and results of the excavations and which keep them
informed of lectures and events. If you are interested in joining please complete the
form at the bottom of this page and return it to the address indicated. If you would like
any further details please contact the Catalhdyiik Office.

Please make £ cheques payable to Please make $ cheques payable to
“University College London” “Stanford University”

Return to: The Friends of Catalhdyiik,| Return to: The Friends of Catalhdyiik,
Department of Anthropology

Catalhdyiik Research Project Main Quad, Building 50450
Institute of Archaeology Serra Mall

University College London Stanford University

31-34 Gordon Square Stanford

London WCI1H OPY CA 94305-2034

UK USA

View of the East Mound from the N with the 4040 shelter to the left and the South shelter is to the right. Photo Shahina Farid

THE FRIENDS OF CATALHOYUK

[ Annual Membership minimum- £20 / $40
[] Students and Concessions - £10 / $20
[] 1 wish to make a donation for .............ovveeveeeieeieeinennn,



